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• Trips are only valid outside of China’s National Holiday dates (+ 
31 December 2021), or you can pay the price difference to go 

during a National Holiday, availability allowing. 

• These trips are non-refundable, but are transferable.

• These tours can be customized at an additional cost of 800RMB 
per touring day, otherwise itineraries must be taken as is. Ask us 

for more details.

• These are private tour itineraries (not scheduled group tours), 
which means they can be taken any time you like between now 
and next June, excluding national holidays (see above). Please 
note that all tours must be completed in full by June 30th, 2022.

•
• There is a 2 person minimum for all 11/11 Sale tours. You can 

purchase trips for 2 people and 4 people directly via the QR 
codes on our Official WeChat post without getting in touch with us 

first. However please enquire by email about children’s prices, 
and uneven group numbers (3 pax, 5 pax etc).

• Once you’ve purchased your tour, please book as far in advance 
as possible (and no later than 14 days before) to ensure hotel 
and tour guide availability for your preferred dates. Bespoke
Travel Company cannot guarantee availability for your exact 

dates if booking less than a month in advance.

IMPORTANT: Please see the very last page of this itinerary for the 
full list of T&Cs before paying.

SINGLES DAY SALE  双11
WHAT TO KNOW BEFORE YOU BOOK 
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ABOUT THIS TRIP

TRIP LENGTH: 6 nights/ 7 days (optional extension to Lanzhou and Xiahe adds 2–3 nights)     DIFFICULTY LEVEL: Low

DISCOUNTED SINGLES DAY PRICE: 10,399RMB per person (4 guests) or 14,999RMB per person (2 guests) based 
on double occupancy accommodation. Please enquire for kids pricing.

NOTE: Price applies to this itinerary exactly: only start and end times can be changed to accommodate your preferred 
schedule on the day. Any customization (for example changing oadditional office hours and will be billed at 800RMB 
per touring day that requires such changes.

INCLUDED: Hotel and brr adding different sights or switching days around etc) requires staff to work eakfast, local 
transportation, guiding services, all entrance tickets, itinerary design. 
NOT INCLUDED: Flights to/from the start/finish point, lunches and dinners, other personal costs, insurance.

Magical, mystical, overwhelming. However, you want to describe it, 
there is something inherently moving about Gansu, with its sweeping 

sand dunes, forbidding Gobi plains and snow-capped Qilian 
Mountains, barriers that continue to cradle some of China’s greatest 
and remotest treasures. It is these dramatic landscapes that lure you 
to feel Silk Road history more keenly, in the footsteps of the monks 

that first brought Buddhism to China from India, merchants who 
rested at the oasis of Dunhuang, and explorers who came to be 

transfixed by its wealth of treasures and crumbling ruins. 

This trip traverses the very best of Gansu’s historic Silk Road by 
road, taking in some of the area’s epic scenery including the 
Rainbow Mountains of Zhangye, as well as one of its most 

significant historical sites – the UNESCO-recognized Mogao Caves. 
This journey will be led by experienced and knowledgeable Local 

Guides.
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ITINERARY OVERVIEW

Optional Pre-Trip Extension: Lanzhou & Xiahe
Those who have a little more time can fly into Lanzhou and start their trip 
with a stay in Xiahe. High on the plateau (2,900 meters) this is culturally 

very much part of Tibet and has a very different flavor (and climate) from the 
rest of Gansu. (Requires 2–3 additional nights).

DAY 1
Fly into Zhangye and visit the amazing ‘Rainbow Mountain’

DAY 2
Head for the hills! Get up close with Yugu people at Mati Si, and visit Big 

Buddha Temple. 

DAY 3
Today you’ll drive from Zhangye to Jiayuguan. Explore the fortress here, 
and the furthest reaches of the Great Wall of China, staying overnight in 

Jiayuguan.

DAY 4 
Continue westwards toward the desert oasis of Dunhuang. On the way we’ll 

stop at the little-visited Yulin Grottoes and Suoyang Ruins. 

DAY 5
Today presents your chance to explore the UNESCO-recognized Mogao

Caves – one of the most important sites of Buddhist art on earth. 
Plus desert-based fun at the Mingsha Dunes. 

DAY 6
Venture way out into Dunhuang’s desert to visit the Yumen Pass and Han 
Dynasty Great Wall. Incredibly, the structures here have survived for well 

over a thousand years. 

DAY 7
Transfer to Dunhuang Airport (or Train Station) for your departure. 
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Pre-trip Extension
If you want to see a very different side of Gansu Province, then consider extending your 
trip by a couple of days and visiting Xiahe, a place that has a very different feel from the 

other destinations in this itinerary. 

High above the Silk Road cities that lie in Gansu’s desert, Xiahe sits on the Tibetan 
Plateau at an altitude of 2,900 meters. This is historically and culturally very much part of 

Tibet (as it falls withing the boundaries of Gansu Province, no special permission is 
required to travel here). This is a small mountain town that is dominated by the Labrang
Monastery, one of the most significant Tibetan Buddhist ‘schools’ anywhere. There is no 
mistaking where you are – expect to see crimson-clad monks literally everywhere here, 
from your hotel to the local restaurants and cafes and even perhaps hopping into taxis 
with you! You can also visit the verdant grasslands that surround Xiahe, peppered with 
wandering yak and the ruins of ancient towns offset by views of soaring mountains. This 

is a true taste of Tibet. 

Hotel
For those that prioritize location, we suggest the simple but clean and comfortable 

Baoma guesthouse. A Tibetan-owned inn that is just steps from Labrang Monastery. Or 
instead opt for the high-end ‘glamping’ resort of Norden, where you can sleep in stylish 

tents located on the grasslands themselves.

. 

Optional pre trip extensionXI
A

H
E
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Morning
Take a morning flight to Zhangye (there are direct flights from Beijing/Shanghai most days, 
some make a stop in Lanzhou) and upon landing, transfer directly to a restaurant for lunch

or hotel-check in then lunch depending on the time: feel free to discuss with your guide.

Afternoon
Zhangye combines a long history with epic scenery, and it’s the latter we’ll focus on this 

afternoon. The Danxia Geopark (aka ‘Rainbow Mountain’), where incredible multicolored 
rock formations jut into the sky, is perhaps one of China’s most famous scenic sites, and with 
very good reason. Do note that the area is very popular with Chinese tourists, and guests 

will need to take shuttle busses between the various scenic spots here. 

Optional Add On
Beat the crowds at the Danxia Geopark with a special VIP tour. This service is limited to a 
small number of guests each day, and includes a smaller vehicle and access to the parts of 

the park that most visitors are not permitted to enter. 

Hotel: The Qilian Pearl 
This is a new 4-star hotel on the edge of town that is very clean and comfortable. Breakfast 

here is quite simple with mostly local dishes like congee and noodles. 

DAY 1
Day 1ZH

A
N

G
YE

DAY 1
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Morning
This morning visit Mati Si (‘Horse Hoof Temple’), way up in the hills above Zhangye. The 

grottoes here are at an altitude of 2,500 meters and set against a stunning mountain 
backdrop. The villages in this area are inhabited by the Yugu people, one of China’s 
smallest minority groups with a population of just 20,000. The Yugu speak a Turkic 

language but practice Tibetan Buddhism, and the area feels like an interesting melting pot 
of traditional Chinese, Tibetan and Mongolia cultures. With rolling hills and fresh air, it’s a 

great area to explore on foot. 

Afternoon
Back in the city, you’ll visit the Big Buddha Temple this afternoon. In its Silk Road heyday, 
Zhangye was one of the region’s most important cities, and Marco Polo was said to have 

been so impressed by the vast Buddha statue here that he stayed in the city (which he 
referred to as Campichu) for a year. Some believe that Kublai Khan, the legendary 

Mongolian general who founded the Yuan Dynasty, was born right here in the temple 
grounds. Today, it’s a serene and beautiful spot which retains a spiritual feel and is the 
perfect place in which to contemplate the influence of Buddhism over this part of China. 

DAY 1
DAY 2ZH

A
N

G
YE
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Morning
This morning you’ll make the 3-hour drive to Jiayuguan. This is one of the key fortresses of 

the Great Wall, and a crucial point of the Silk Road through which all travelers would pass. 
You’ll make a brief stop at the Tomb of the Wei-Jin Dynasties (220 AD–420 AD), also 

known as the largest subterranean art gallery in the world. Housing a great deal of colorful 
murals, the gallery has attracted scholars from both home and abroad. Most tombs are of 

families, housing bodies of three or four generations. However now only Grave 6 and 
Grave 7 are open for tourism, one of which you’ll visit this morning.

Afternoon
This afternoon we’ll focus on the Jiayuguan Fortress area, the very western terminus of the 
Great Wall of China during the Ming Dynasty. Beyond here, enemies of the government 

were once banished, usually never to return. You’ll also visit the First Beacon on the Great 
Wall here, and there is a small museum dedicated to the Great Wall itself. 

Hotel: Nuojin Hotel Jiayuguan
This is a local 4-star hotel, well-located in the center of the city. 

DAY 1
DAY 3JI
A

YU
G

U
A

N
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Morning to late afternoon
Today you’ll continue your journey westward with a drive to the legendary desert oasis of 

Dunhuang. Please note that there is a lot of time on the road today, so some guests might like to 
drive directly to Dunhuang (5–6 hours) and relax at the hotel instead of stopping at the below 

sights. Just let us know which you’d prefer. 

If you choose to stop at one or two places on the way, you’ll first drive around 3.5 hours to the 
Yulin Caves in Guazhou County. These grottoes, carved over a period of 1,500 years, are 

delightfully low-key and see few visitors compared to some other historical sights. Next up are the 
‘Suoyang Ruins’. Once known as Kuyu, this was once a thriving Silk Road city that was home to 
over 50,000 people. Archaeological excavations remain ongoing here, but part of the enigmatic 
ruins, including an old city wall and site of a former temple, can be viewed. After visiting, you’ll 

continue the final 2.5 hours’ drive to Dunhuang to arrive by late afternoon.  

Optional Add On
History lovers take note! We can arrange a special dinner with Dr. Neil Schmid, currently Scholar-

in-Residence at the prestigious Dunhuang Academy and the only foreigner to work there. A 
leading expert in Buddhist art, he’s the perfect person to prepare you for your visit to the Mogao

Caves tomorrow. He’ll talk you through the importance of the site, explaining the historical 
significance of the caves, as well as the amazing story of their ‘rediscovery’ by explorers in 1900.

Hotel: The Silk Road Hotel Dunhuang
This local 5-star hotel is one of the area’s most special, with fantastic  views over the Mingsha

Sand Dunes)

D
U

N
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DAY 4
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Morning
A highlight of the trip, you’ll spend the morning at the magnificent Mogao Caves. One of the 

most important sites for Buddhist art in the world, the caves are a UNESCO site, and the 
thousands of carvings here include influences from Tibet, India, Central Asia and beyond. You’ll 

spend a full morning on the site, including an introductory film at the excellent visitor center 
before visiting a selection of the caves themselves. (Note that all groups are required to join an 
official tour with a guide from the museum, different caves are selected for viewing each day). 
It’s also worth noting that the souvenir shops onsite are surprisingly good, so you’ve also a little 

time to visit them too if you’d like.

Afternoon
This afternoon, clamber up the stunning Mingsha Sand Dunes. The towering dunes offer the 

most spectacular desertscape in the area and, despite the other tourists around, are wonderful 
to explore and photograph. The sand is so fine that it famously ‘sings’ when the wind blows, 

and the Crescent Moon Lake, which sits like a jewel amidst the sand, is a sight to behold. 
There’s also the chance to zip away from the crowds on a dune buggy, or ride camels if you 

prefer a more sedate experience, but these activities are not included in the cost of the tour, so 
please pay the operators directly on the day if you’d like to have a go.

Evening
Dunhuang is home to a lively night market, which is a fun place to pick up some souvenirs, 

delicious dried fruits or have a local meal. Your Local Guide can take you here to look around. 

DAY 5D
U

N
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Morning
This morning you will drive for 2 hours deep into the desert to visit one of the earliest sections of 

the Great Wall, built in the Han Dynasty from reeds and rammed earth and remarkably preserved 
in this barren location. This is a chance to see the ‘original’ Wall, in a totally different form from 

those sections seen near Beijing and in other parts of China, and which was created to protect Silk 
Road traders from being ambushed en route.

Afternoon
You’ll also visit the Yumen Pass and Hecang Granary, ancient fortifications that were created in 
incredibly remote locations to help protect the Wall, and to help sustain the soldiers that were 

stationed here. 

Optional Add On 
This evening, watch the performance ‘You Jian Dunhuang’, a spectacular theatrical production in 
which the audience moves between different venues as the performance takes place around them. 
The show was conceived and directed by Wang Chaoge, who assisted Zhang Yimou on the 2008 

Olympic Games opening ceremony. The show makes use of incredible sound and light effects 
combined with real-life performers to tell the story of the city. 

DAY 1
DAY 6D
U
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Morning
This morning is free for you to enjoy as you wish. 

Afternoon
Transfer to Dunhuang Airport for your departure flight. There are direct flights to Beijing 

and Shanghai most days (some flights may stopover in Lanzhou or Xi’an). 

D
U
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DAY 7
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FINAL NOTES ON THIS TRIP

What’s Included 
• Accommodation (6 nights, including breakfast).

• Highly experienced Local Guide and vehicle services throughout. 
• Entrance tickets to sites listed in the itinerary.

What’s Not Included
• Flights/trains to/from the start/end place.

• Meals other than breakfast (your Local Guide will make recommendations).
• Any activities which are listed as ‘Optional’ in the itinerary. 

• Personal costs (laundry, minibar etc.)
• Gratuities to your Local Guide and Driver (at your discretion).

• Travel Insurance

Getting to Gansu
This tour starts at Zhangye Ganzhou Airport (YZY) and finishes at Dunhuang Mogao
Airport (DNH). Both have multiple flights per day but to some destinations you may 
need to transfer in Lanzhou or Xi’an. We recommend checking Trip.com for flights.

Suitability for Children
This trip is possible for all travelers, but as distances between cities are large with 

longer drives, it is more suitable with older children. 

Accommodation & Meals
We strive to use the best available hotels, and this itinerary includes local 4/5 star 

hotels that are clean and comfortable. Local food in Gansu is excellent and generally 
speaking, vegetarian options are always available, but restaurants tend to be casual 

and local, and smoking is still permitted in many of them.

When’s the best time to visit Gansu between now and the end of June 2022? 
Now (November) until the end of April is perfect. May can be rainy, and June is  

considered by many to be the best month to visit. Winter (December–March) is low 
season and temperatures are well below zero, but those that don’t mind the cold 

weather can enjoy sites like the Mogao Caves with far fewer visitors than at other times 
of year.
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Bespoke Travel Company Ltd. does not own or operate any entity which is to provide goods or 
services. It purchases transportation, restaurant, ground handling and other services from various 
independent suppliers and individuals. All such persons and entities are independent contractors. As a 
result Bespoke Travel Company Ltd. is not liable for any negligent or willful act of any such person or 
entity or of any third person. Similarly, it is Bespoke Travel Company Ltd.‘s policy that no fees for our 
services should be paid directly to third party suppliers by the customer. Bespoke Travel Company Ltd. 
is not liable for any cash misplaced or misappropriated by any third party.
In the event of illness or other unforeseen circumstances on the part of the third party supplier resulting 
in non-provision of services, Bespoke Travel Company Ltd. will endeavour to find a similar replacement, 
or should a suitable replacement not be available, all monies paid for the service shall be refunded to 
the customer.

In addition and without limitation, Bespoke Travel Company Ltd. is not responsible for any injury, 
financial or physical loss, death, inconvenience, delay or damage to personal property in connection 
with the provision of any goods or services whether resulting from but not limited to acts of god or 
force majeure, illness, disease, acts of war, civil unrest, insurrection or revolt, animals, strikes or other 
labor activities, criminal or terrorist activities of any kind, overbooking or downgrading of services, 
food poisoning, mechanical or other failure of any means of transportation or for failure of any 
transportation mechanism to arrive or depart on time. Similarly, there are many inherent risks in tours 
such as great wall hikes, which can lead to illness, injury, or even death. These risks are increased by 
the fact that trips take place in remote locations, away from immediate medical facilities. Passenger 
assumes all such risks associated with participating in any such tour.

Insurance and Safety: Each guest of Bespoke Travel Company Ltd. should obtain full insurance 
coverage for accident, loss or injury during any tour undertaken. During the tour, the tourist assumes 
all risks related to participation of the tour. Bespoke Travel Company Ltd. is not liable to any guest for 
any direct, indirect or consequential damages.

Amendments: Bespoke Travel Company Ltd. will endeavour to assist if the customer requests any 
date/time changes more than 24 hours prior to the date of service. Changes are subject to availability 
of suppliers and are free of charge provided any additional fees or charges arising from the 
amendment are payable by the customer. Amendments to the itinerary, other than date/time changes, 
will be billed at Bespoke Travel Company Ltd.’s standard Trip Customisation rate of 800RMB/hour, 
except in the case of last minute bookings and changes (see above).

Singles Day Special Pricing Terms and Conditions: 
- Tours must be completed in full by June 30th, 2022.
- This trip is only valid outside of China's national holiday dates or simply pay the difference
- This tour is non refundable but is transferable
- This tour can be customised at an additional cost of 800 RMB per touring day, otherwise it must be 
taken as is. Ask us for more details.
- If hotels that are included in the itinerary close or certain sights are closed to the public when you 
visit due to unforeseen circumstances, we'll replace them with something else of equal value
- Please note that once you have informed us which date you would like to take your tour, Bespoke is 
obliged to pay deposits to hotels, guides and drivers. Therefore if you decide to change the date of 
your tour 7 days or less before your tour is due to start (and you are not traveling to or from a 
region affected by Covid which renders travel impossible), you will be required to cover the cost of 
these deposits before rebooking.
- Please note that there is a 2 pax minimum for all 11/11 Sale tours, but bookings for larger groups 
are available at the same discounted rate. Please enquire about prices for groups of more than 6 
pax.
-Please book as far in advance as possible to ensure hotel and tour guide availability for your 
preferred dates. Bespoke Travel Company cannot guarantee availability for your exact dates if 
booking less than a month in advance.

Governing Law & Dispute Resolution: These terms and conditions shall be governed by and construed in 
accordance with the laws of China. Any disputes arising out of or in connection with these terms and 
conditions shall be resolved through consultations. If the consultations do not lead to an agreement 
within thirty (30) days of the commencement of consultations, any party has the right to submit the 
dispute exclusively to the Arbitration Center. The arbitration shall be conducted in accordance with 
China’s administered arbitration rules in force when the notice of arbitration is submitted in accordance 
with these rules. The seat or legal place of arbitration shall be in China. The arbitration award shall be 
final and binding. The parties agree to be bound thereby and to act accordingly. The parties hereby 
waive any right of appeal on the merits and/or any point of law. 

Bespoke Travel Company Ltd.
Head office: Office 07A130, 7th Floor, 
No.10 Jintong Xi Lu, Chaoyang District, Beijing, China 100020 
Hong Kong: Room 1501(228) 15F Spa Centre, 53-55 Lockhart Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong
Tel: (00 86 10) 6084 4456 // Email: info@bespoketravelcompany.com
Web: www.bespoketravelcompany.com

TERMS & CONDITIONS


